
 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the people of St. Peter the Apostle, a Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Joliet, a faith-filled people, united in the Holy Spirit  
and nourished by the Eucharist, strive to be the Body of Christ. We manifest our unity through the celebration of the Sacraments. 
We pledge to use our gifts and resources to live the Faith, preach the Word, and Service others as we welcome all into our faith community. 

January 14, 2024 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:30 am | 10:00 am | 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00 am  

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays | 4:15 pm - 4:45 pm 
Wednesdays | 8:30 am (following 8:00 am Mass) 
First Saturdays | 8:30 am (following 8:00 am Mass) 

PARISH CENTER BUSINESS HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Friday-Sunday: CLOSED (or by appointment) 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please stop by or call the Parish Center (ext. 200)  
to register or visit the parish website.  

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, FUNERALS 
For details regarding planning a baptism, wedding,  
or funeral, please call the Parish Center (ext. 200)  
or visit the parish website. 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are 
available at each Mass to distribute Communion to 
those who have difficulty walking to the front.  
If you would like to have the Communion brought  
to you, please let an usher know before Mass begins.  
At Communion time, when you see the Extraordinary 
Minister come to the back, please raise your hand to 
identify yourself to be given Holy Communion.  

2022 
2025 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
www.eucharisticrevival.org
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
Christ Is Anything but Ordinary 
We’re about to dive headlong into week two of Ordinary Time, 
and we need to admit, after the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays, things are indeed looking more ... ordinary, at least 
in our spiritual lives. 
The transcendent highs of the Christmas season are flatlining 
a bit and the vivid imagery of the Nativity scene has faded. 
The solemn anticipation of the Advent season is by now a 
distant memory. 
Are you bored yet? 
Here’s a secret: I think that Ordinary Time can actually be 
quite extraordinary, if we’re really living out our baptismal call.  
In today’s Gospel, Jesus point-blank asks Andrew, who is 
following him after hearing John the Baptist’s testimony: 
“What are you looking for?” He’s asking us the same 
question.  
What are you looking for? Why are you following me?  
Is it for the Christmas cookies and the Advent carols?  
Is it for the King’s Cake on the Epiphany?  
Is it for the feeling we get on Christmas when we just know 
God has done a wondrous thing? 
None of those things are bad, but they are not what Andrew 
was looking for, and they were not what Christ promised him 
when he said, “Come, and you will see.” Andrew was looking 
for the Messiah — the One who makes even Ordinary Time 
extraordinary. The One who can sanctify the longest and 
dullest of to-do lists, on the longest and dullest of days. The 
One whose peace can reign in our homes on January 25, not 
just December 25. 
Remember what you are looking for. Come, and you will see. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Transitional  
Housing  
Ministry 

  

Thank you St. Peter’s Parishioners for your generosity!  
Many parishioners have contributed to the continued success of 
the Transitional Housing family.  
♦ Over $2,500 was donated in December to help cover 

monthly expenses.  
♦ The sale of Advent Calendars through the Religious Ed 

program added an additional $400.  
♦ The presents for the family from the Giving Tree filled an SUV.   
♦ Quarter Wars have started at Religious Ed and will 

increase the contribution.  
Thank you to everyone that has supported the Transitional 
Housing family.  You have helped a family that was facing 
homelessness get closer to living independently and having a 
successful future.  
If you would like to learn more about the Transitional Housing 
Program or get more involved, please contact Adam Stephan  
at adam.stephan@gmail.com or 847-715-8326.  

Dear St. Peter the Apostle Parishioners: 
Your participation in Itasca Food Pantry’s “Christmas Wish List” 
program is truly remarkable. 
Your generosity and thoughtfulness were very much 
appreciated by the families who benefited. Because of you, 
Christmas was a truly blessed day for both children and parents. 
Thank you cards are on display in Narthex for anyone wishing to 
read them. 
Thank you all so much! 
God Bless. 

Linda Aiani 
  

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
mailto:adam.stephan@gmail.com
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All are welcome to stop by the  
Margaret Wood’s Parish Hall  

weekly following all Sunday morning masses.  
Grab a doughnut or bagel, a beverage and some fellowship!  

GRIEF MINISTRY 
If you have lost a loved one and would like 
to meet with people who face similar 
struggles, please consider joining the  
Grief Ministry group.  
Please meet in Margaret Woods Hall for 
refreshments before heading to the  
Parish Center Conference Room.  
For more information, please contact 
Deacon Fred at 630-773-1272 (ext. 201)

THIS WEEKEND—
Sunday, Jan. 14  

9:30 am 

New Life for Old Bags 
Crochet for a Cause! 

A MINISTRY OF FELLOWSHIP  
DEDICATED TO MAKING MATS FOR THE HOMELESS 

RETURNING THIS WEEK 

 Tuesday, January 16 | 10:00 am 
(Margaret Woods Hall)  

NOTE: Inventory of plastic bags is currently well-stocked.  
Please DO NOT drop off bags at the Parish Center until further 
notice. Thank you! 

Next Meeting: January 21 at 7:00 pm 

 FIRST FRIDAY  
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION...  

will take place at St. Peter’s Church on February 2.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

will begin following 8:00 am Mass and will conclude at 8:00 pm. 

Come spend quiet time with Jesus  
before this Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 

This is a wonderful time to offer your  
prayers of thanksgiving or prayers of petitions  

for yourself or loved ones.  

To ensure that two people are present at all times,  
anyone able to commit to a one-hour time slot  
is asked to sign up using the link available on  

the parish website at stpeteritasca.com  

Training 
Monday, January 22 
7:00 pm  

If you are currently an Usher/Greeter, or are interested  
in becoming one, please join us on Monday, January 22,  
at 7:00 pm in Margaret Woods Hall.  
We will be reviewing all duties, and discussing any challenges that 
you may face when serving. All ministries are called to meet at 
least once a year to help grow in formation and faith. 
Father Tuan will be present to offer a blessing for those involved 
in this special ministry. Please make every effort to attend. 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044CACA82FA3F58-45881529-first#/
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The Knights of Columbus Council 10884 and St. Peter's Respect 
Life Ministry are joining with the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops to promote the 9 Day Novena for Life. A 
nightly Rosary and Reflection will take place in St. Peter's 
Church January 16-24 at 7:15pm. 
Everyone is invited to participate and join in prayer for the 
protection of all life and to praise God for the great gift of the 
recent Supreme Court Dobbs decision, overturning the tragic 
Roe v. Wade decision made almost a half century ago. If you 
cannot participate in Church any or all of the nine evenings of 
prayer, then you are encouraged to pray on your own during 
the nine days of the novena. There is still a need for prayer 
because there will be intensified efforts to codify Roe in 
legislation and policies at the state and federal levels. Many 
prayers and sacrifices are needed to transform our culture so 
that all may cherish the gift of human life. 
Additional information about the novena can be found at 
www.9daysforlife.com If you have any questions, please 
contact parishioner Nancy Magnus at 630-606-5197. 

Scan the QR Code for reserva on, dona on and adver sing 
informa on  

http://www.9daysforlife.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
https://8f212111-995f-4919-9b9b-c9adf1dd2bda.filesusr.com/ugd/cee6ca_311d7291837d4709879f71d729056f4e.pdf
https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-signup
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REFLECTION - GOSPEL READING 
John 1:35–42  

John the Baptist recognizes Jesus as the Lamb of God,  
and Jesus receives his first followers. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
Although the liturgical season of Ordinary Time begins this week, 
today’s reading continues with the celebration of the Baptism of the 
Lord, which concludes the Christmas season. Today’s reading from the 
Gospel according to John immediately follows John the Baptist's 
testimony about Jesus and his identification of Jesus as the Lamb of 
God. Having been baptized by John, Jesus begins to gather followers. 
The first followers sought out Jesus because of the testimony and 
witness of John the Baptist. 
We are familiar with the title that John the Baptist uses for Jesus— 
the Lamb of God. We hear it weekly at the fraction rite during Mass. 
For those who heard John the Baptist, however, this title recalled key 
themes from the Old Testament. It alludes to the paschal lamb offered 
as a sacrifice when God freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt,  
the event that is commemorated by the Jewish Passover celebration. 
The designation also recalls the prophet Isaiah’s description of the 
suffering servant of Israel. In using this name for Jesus, John the 
Baptist predicts Jesus’ passion and death and the new interpretation 
of Passover that will begin with Jesus’ Last Supper. 
We learn in today’s reading how Jesus’ first followers were gathered. 
The first two, Andrew and another man, were followers of John the 
Baptist. After hearing John’s testimony, they became followers of 
Jesus. During their time with Jesus, the details of which are not 
specified, Andrew and the other follower came to believe that Jesus 
was the Messiah. Andrew then brings his brother, Simon, to Jesus. 
Immediately, Jesus gave Simon a new name, calling him Peter, which 
means “rock” in Greek. The renaming of Simon to Peter is reported in 
all four of the Gospels. 
In the exchange between Andrew, the other disciple, and Jesus,  
we see an example of the usual pattern for first-century Jewish 
rabbinical schools. Jews sought out rabbis and established themselves 
as disciples of a particular rabbi. Jesus appears to have been unique in 
that he sought out individuals, inviting them to be his followers. In the 
passage that follows, John’s Gospel tells us how Jesus took the 
initiative in calling Philip and Nathanael. 
Jesus asks Andrew and the other disciple, “What are you looking for?” 
This is a telling question, and one that we might often ask of ourselves. 
John the Baptist testified to Jesus’ identity, the Lamb of God, using the 
framework of the Old Testament. Andrew, Simon, and the other first 
disciples were looking for the Messiah, whom they also came to know 
as the Son of God. What do we look for and what do we find in Jesus?  

Loyola Press  

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
http://tinyurl.com/Donate-Blood-2-4-24


www.stpeteritasca.com 

ST. PETER THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH    - 5 - SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

This Week at St. Peter’s...  
Sunday January 14 
After Masses Faith & Fellowship (after masses) (MW Parish Hall) 
9:30 am Grief Support Group (PC Conference Room) 
Monday January 15 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus General Meeting (MW Parish Hall)  
Tuesday January 16  
10:00 am Crochet Group (MW Parish Hall)  
7:00 pm OCIA Class (PC Conference Room) 
7:15 pm 9Days for Life Novena - Rosary (Church) 
Wednesday January 17  
8:30 am Confessions (Church) 
5:00 pm Religious Education + Family Faith (School/Church) 
6:15 pm Adult Hand Bell Choir (Church/Choir Loft) 
7:15 pm Adult Choir Practice (Church/Choir Loft) 
7:15 pm 9Days for Life Novena - Rosary (MW Parish Hall)  
Thursday January 18 
7:00 pm Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration (AFCM Center) 
7:15 pm 9Days for Life Novena - Rosary (Church) 
Friday January 19  
7:15 pm 9Days for Life Novena - Rosary (Church) 
Saturday January 20  
5:00 pm Religious Education + Family Faith (School/Church) 
4:15 pm Confessions (Church)  
7:15 pm 9Days for Life Novena - Rosary (Church) 
Sunday January 21 
After Masses Faith & Fellowship (after masses) (MW Parish Hall) 
7:15 pm 9Days for Life Novena - Rosary (Church) 

SCHEDULE 
Saturday, January 20 | Sunday, January 21   

Celebrants 
5:00 pm Fr. Tuan 
8:30 am Fr. Tuan 
10:00 am Fr. Larry Brunette 
11:30 am Fr. Tuan 
Lectors 
5:00 pm Patrick Powers 
8:30 am Kevin Grisamore  
10:00 am Nancy Magnus 
11:30 am Diane Blackburn 
 
 
 

Communion Ministers 
5:00 pm Beth McKenna 

Frank McKenna 
Deacon Bob 

8:30 am Kathy Frank 
Karl Schmidt 
Deacon Fred 

10:00 am Ann Fleming 
 Edgar Garcia 

Deacon Bob 
11:30 am Carmela Graziano 

MichaelGraziano 
Deacon Anthony 

YOUR GIFT TO THE CMAA MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
  Parish Name: St. Peter the Apostle—Itasca 

2023 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal through 01/01/2024 

for your generous support! 

Please visit the parish website and look for 
the GiveCentral icon to link to the secure 
online giving portal. 

You can also connect directly by using the  
QR code provided or visiting the website  
directly at givecentral.org/location/1251 

Stewardship of Treasure  
St. Peter the Apostle 

Weekly Goal .............. $ 10,971.00  Annual Goal ..... $ 570,500.00 
Fiscal Week 27 - 01/07/2024:  
Sunday Collection ......... $ 9,477.00  Year to Date ...... $ 285,162.61  
E-basket ........................ $ 590.00  Year to Date ...... $ 29,085.00  
GiveCentral ................... $   1,273.76  Year to Date ...... $  17,836.02  
Christmas ...................... $ 275.00    Year to Date ..... $  28,059.00  
Debt Reduction ............. $ 996.00  
Parish Poor Fund  ......... $ 1,012.00  
Solemnity of Mary ........ $ 221.00  

 

If you have any questions concerning the collection numbers, please feel free  
to contact the Business Office by email at business@stpeteritasca.com or  
by phone at 630-773-1272 (ext. 204).  

mailto:business@stpeteritasca.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
https://www.givecentral.org/location/1251
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Anthony Arboleda 
Sue Bobka 
Rosaleen Bradley 
Ken Buffo 
Ginger Busato 
Joe Busato 
Rocco Busato 
Elio Campanella 
Bill Carpenter 
Danny Clements 
Regina Conti 
Mary Cummins 
Mike Cummins 
Paul Cummins 
Charlie DeFranco 
Beth Dobose 
Geri Gerard 

Mel Gerard 
Gary Grote 
Joe Halac 
Martha Hayes 
Cambria Helle 
Ken Hemstreet  
Bill Hepperle 
Michael Jasiak 
Mary Kelly 
Sylvia Kleinedler 
Rickie Kruzel 
Judah Kuhlman 
Brianna Nehf Lund  
Sue McNamara 
Maria Mizera 
Richard Mrugacz 
James Nehf 

Loretta Nicolini 
John North 
John O’Dea 
Abraham Ortega 
June Pautsch  
Cliff Peters 
Brendan Reidy 
Cindy Serrano 
Wayne Slowiak 
Belinda Sobucki 
Dan Sobucki 
Randy Szweda, USMC 
Dennis Torii 
Marlene Torii 
Fr. Miroslaw Stepien  
Holly Vana 
Carol Zell 

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish Family  

Published prayer requests require permission from the named individual or their family.  
Names will be listed for six weeks, after which time you may call the Parish Center to renew your request. 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  
Protect them as they protect us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
PFC Ryan Caspary, US Army 101st Airborne 
Cpl James J. Cullotta, US Marines 
SGT Michael D’Andrea, US Army  
MAJ Joseph DeHaven, US Army 
PFC Collin Ensing, US Marines 
SGT Michael Helle, US Army  
Cpl Brandon Helm, US Marines 
PVT Aleksandra Juzwiak, Army National Guard 
CMC Mike Kaszubowski, US Navy  
ENS Sean Kaszubowski, US Navy  
SGT Jacob Los, US Army 
MAJ Ryan L. Morrissey, US Army 
1stLt John Kenneth Murphy, US Marines 
Kevin Noesen, US Coastguard  
MAJ Gary Owen, Army National Guard 
GySgt Marcin Platek, US Marines 
2LT Megan Putze, Army National Guard 
SGT MacLean Read, Army National Guard  
SGT Michael Schatzman, US Army  
LTJG Albert J. Schrautemyer III, US Navy Pilot (Persian Gulf) 
SSGT Jeremy Schumacher, US Marines 
LT Robert P. Woods, US Navy  
Thomas Zablocki, US Marines 

Readings for the Week  
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4 7-8, 8-9, 10 (8a, 9a)/ 

1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn 1:35-42    
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/ 

Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28  
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6  
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13/

Mk 3:7-12  
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21  
Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/1 Cor 7:29-31/

Mk 1:14-20 

Join our Holy Father, Pope Francis,  
in his January prayers for the Church  
and for the world: 
For The Gi  Of Diversity In The Church. 
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit helps us recognize  
the gi  of different charisms within the Chris an community, 
and to discover the richness of different ritual tradi ons  
in the heart of the Catholic Church. 

Sunday January 14 (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
8:30 am †Donna Grimaldi  
10:00 am †Jeanie Grieco  
11:30 am †Maria Rocco  
 †Will Roland  
Monday January 15 (The Baptism of the Lord) 
8:00 am †Carol Burglio 
Tuesday January 16 (Weekday) 
8:00 am †Thomas Trejo  
Wednesday January 17 (St. Anthony, Abbot)  
8:00 am †Donna Grimaldi   
Thursday January 18 (Weekday) 
8:00 am The Kveck Family - Special Intention  
Friday January 19 (Weekday) 
8:00 am †Perfecto Tiongson  
Saturday January 20 (Vigil: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
5:00 pm †Martin Gaughan 
 †Stacey Niemiec 
 †Linda Wuerffel 
 People of the Parish  
Sunday January 21 (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
8:30 am †Edward S. Kryger 
10:00 am †Ted and Christopher Kosk  
11:30 am †Antonia Giulia Balice 
 †Nina Laspisa 
 †Giuseppina Ribaudo 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com


Pastor  ......................................................... Reverend Tuan Nguyen 
e-mail: pastor@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 208 
Deacon/Director of Liturgy ......................... Deacon Frederick Maier 
e-mail: deaconfred@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 201 
Assisting Priest ......................................... Reverend Larry Brunette 
Deacon  .................................................... Deacon Anthony George 
e-mail: deaconanthony@stpeteritasca.com
Deacon ........................................................ Deacon Robert Ziomek 
e-mail: deaconbob@stpeteritasca.com
Business Manager ...................................................... Missy Rubino 
e-mail: business@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 204

Parish Secretary ............................................................. Patti Zubak 
e-mail: office@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 200 
Bulletin/Communications Coordinator ................ Diane Blackburn 
e-mail: bulletin@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 200 
Director of Religious Education (DRE) .................... Toni Pietrowski 
e-mail: religioused@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 216 
DRE Assistant ................................................................ Kathy Frank 
e-mail: religioused@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 215 
Director of Music Ministry  ..................................... Roberta Moroz 
e-mail: music@stpeteritasca.com

facebook.com/SaintPeterApostle.Itasca   

HELEN’S DELI 
Polish & European 

fresh meat deli • pierogi • breads • grocery • liquor  

Open 7 Days 
272 W. Irving Park Road 

Wood Dale, Illinois  
630-766-2211

Di	Venere	Law	LLC	
Estate	Planning	 

(wills,	trusts,	powers	of	attorney)	
Trust	Administration	|	Probate		

Real	Estate	
105	E.	Irving	Park	Road	 Itasca,	Illinois	60143															
630-634-2450	 delia@divenerelaw.com	 

BENTLEY’S 
Pancake House & Restaurant

477 Georgetown Square  
Wood Dale, Illinois  

630-595-5556

Use the QR code to subscribe to  
the St. Peter the Apostle Parish  
email list to receive emails with 
weekly bulletins, updates and  
reminders. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 10884 - 

Itasca  

www.stpeteritasca.com/knights-of-columbus 

Regular Meetings are held at 
7:00 pm on the first and third 
Monday of the month 
in Margaret Woods Hall.  

For more information,  
contact Grand Knight  
Nick Alfano at 
knights@stpeteritasca.com  

kolliasoliveoil.com 

THE	OAKS	FUNERAL	HOME	1201 Irving Park Road | Itasca, Illinois 60143 630-250-8588www.oaks h.com
Family owned and operated for over 35 years 

Colleen Gibbons, Owner - Parishioner 

Bulletin submissions should be e-mailed to bulletin@stpeteritasca.com, and are due no later than 8 days preceding requested
publication date. Run time is at the discretion of the bulletin editor; priority will be given to items that are date sensitive.
Pulpit announcement requests should be submitted no later than the Tuesday preceding the weekend during which the announcement
is to be made. Announcements may be submitted by phone at 630-773-1272 (ext. 200) or by e-mail to bulletin@stpeteritasca.com.
NOTE: Parish staff reserves the right to accept and/or decline, as well as edit, both pulpit announcements and bulletin submissions. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 630-773-1272 stpeteritasca.com
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