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The Catholic Community of
SAINT PETER THE APOSTLE

Itasca, Illinois

gather with

The Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon
Bishop of the Joliet

to Celebrate

THE RITE OF DEDICATION
of Our New Church Building

June 25th, 2017   |  2:00 pm
   



Gathering at the Entrance to the New Church
The parishioners gather at the entrance to the new church building.  
The Bishop and clergy process to the entrance and begin the liturgy with a greeting.

Bishop: 	 The grace and peace of God be with all of you in his holy Church.

All: 		  And with your spirit.

Bishop:		 The bishop addresses the parishioners concerning the liturgy of dedication

Presentation of  the Plans and Keys
Mr. David Kuhlman, Architect, briefly explains the design of the new church to the Bishop and presents him with 
the blueprints of the church. Mr. Jack Hayes, site construction manager, presents the keys for the new church to the 
bishop. The “handing over of the church building to the Bishop” symbolizes and is a sacramental sign of the one 
body made up of many parts. It also signifies that this parish is a part of the larger Church.

Bishop Conlon calls upon Father Slawek Ignasik, as pastor, to open the doors to the new Church.  
He then invites all those present to enter the Church for the first time.

Order of  Procession

K n i g h t s  o f  t h e  A l t a r

B i s h o p

C l e r g y

K n i g h t s  o f  C o l u m b u s

C h o i r s

S p e c i a l - n e e d s  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y

G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y 



Procession into Church
Song: All Are Welcome



Blessing and Sprinkling of  Holy Water
At the font, Bishop Conlon blesses the water which becomes a sign of repentance and new life.  
This blessing recalls the community’s dying and rising with Christ and celebrates the community  
becoming co-heirs with Him in the reign of God.

After the water is blessed, Bishop Conlon goes through the Church sprinkling the people as a sign  
of their repentance and purification by God. The Bishop then sprinkles the walls of the church and  
the altar signifying their purification.

Song: Water of Life

 



Gloria

 



OPENING PRAYER

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Pr e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  L e c t i o n a r y

The Lectors and Cantor present the Lectionary to Bishop Conlon. The Bishop accepts the Lectionary 
and shows it to the Assembly. He prays that this new church will be a place where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, heard and faithfully lived out in the lives of all the people. The ministers process with the 
Lectionary to the Ambo for its dedication through the proclamation of the Word of God.

F i r s t  R e a d i n g

Nehemiah 8: 1-4a, 5-6, 8-10

R e s p o n s o r i a l  P s a l m

S e c o n d  R e a d i n g : 

1 Peter: 2: 4-9

G o s p e l  A c c l a m a t i o n

G o s p e l

Matthew 16: 13-19

H o m i l y

The Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon

Q u i e t  R e f l e c t i o n



Pr o f e s s i o n  o f  Fa i t h

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(Please bow at the words that follow, up to and including “and became man.”)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.



PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THE ANOINTINGS

I n v i t a t i o n  t o  P r a y e r

All stand as Bishop Conlon invites the Assembly, as the baptized of the Church, to join with the saints in offering  
a prayer of praise and petition to God. All kneel as the Litany is sung.

L i t a n y  o f  S a i n t s

(please kneel)

Sung response after each Saint name: Pray for Us!

Bishop Conlon concludes the Litany by praying that this Church become a home of salvation and grace,  
and a place where all people may worship in truth and grow in love.

P r a y e r  o f  D e d i c a t i o n

Bishop Conlon now prays the Prayer of Dedication. This prayer symbolizes the Church as a faithful virgin, a mother 
made fruitful by the power of the Holy Spirit, a vineyard open to all people, and a true sign of God’s presence.  
The building becomes a structure in which Christ’s presence is now actualized.

Father in heaven, 

Source of holiness and true purpose,

It is right that we praise and glorify your name.

For today we come before you, 
To dedicate to your lasting service 
This house of prayer, this temple of worship, 
This home in which we are nourished by your word 
And your sacraments. 
Here is reflected the mystery of the Church.



The Church is fruitful, made holy by the blood of Christ:
A bride made radiant with his glory, 
A virgin splendid in the wholeness of her faith, 
A mother blessed through the power of the Spirit.

The Church is holy, Your chosen vineyard: 
Its branches envelop the world, 
Its tendrils, carried on the tree of the cross, 
Reach up to the kingdom of heaven.

The Church is favored, the dwelling place of God on earth: 
A temple built of living stones, 
Founded on the apostles 
With Jesus Christ its corner stone.

The Church is exalted, a city set on a mountain: 
A beacon to the whole world, 
Bright with the glory of the Lamb, 
And echoing the prayers of her saints.

Lord, 
Send your Spirit from heaven 
To make this church an ever-holy place, 
And this altar a ready table for the sacrifice of Christ.

Here may the waters of baptism 
Overwhelm the shame of sin; 
Here may your people die to sin 
And live again through grace as your children.

Here may your children, 
Gathered around your altar, 
Celebrate the memorial of the Paschal Lamb, 
And be fed at the table 
Of Christ’s word and Christ’s body.

Here may prayer, the Church’s banquet, 
Resound through heaven and earth 
As a plea for the world’s salvation.

Here may the poor find justice, 
The victims of oppression, true freedom.

From here may the whole world 
Clothed in the dignity of the children of God, 
Enter with gladness your city of peace, 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. 

			   Amen.



A n o i n t i n g  o f  t h e  A l t a r  a n d  t h e  Wa l l s

Bishop Conlon goes to the altar where Father Slawek presents him the Sacred Chrism with which he will 
anoint the altar and the walls of the Church. The anointing with Sacred Chrism signifies the altar as a 
symbol of Christ who is head of the body, the Church. The anointing of the walls and dedication crosses by 
Bishop Conlon and Father Slawek signifies the re-consecration of the people who are the Church and this 
building as a place given over perpetually to Christian worship.

Instrumental: Holy, Holy, Holy (Bell Choir)

I n c e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l t a r  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h

The altar is now incensed. The incense bowl bearer and the censer bearer come forward and Bishop Conlon 
places incense on the burning coals as he offers a prayer that this building be filled with the fragrance of 
Christ. As Bishop Conlon incenses the altar, the incense bearer processes through the church spreading the 
fragrance of the incense throughout the church as he incenses the people and the walls of the church.

As the smoke rises, it reminds us that Christ’s sacrifice, which is here perpetuated in mystery, ascends to God 
as an odor of sweetness. The incensing of the Assembly reminds us that we are the ones offering prayers to 
God within this holy building.

Song: The Frangrance of Christ (Psalm 138) 



L i g h t i n g  o f  t h e  A l t a r  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h

The Altar is now wiped and the white altar cloth placed on the Altar. Candles and flowers are brought in to 
adorn the church. A candle is brought to Bishop Conlon who lights it. He in turn lights the candle of the 
Deacon who proceeds to light the altar candles. As the candles are lit, the lights of the Church come on as a 
sign of rejoicing.

Song: Christ, Be Our Light 



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pr e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  G i f t s

Song: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty

Immediately following the collection, parishioners bring the gifts of bread, wine and the money forward and  
present them to Bishop Conlon.

P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l t a r  a n d  t h e  G i f t s

Song: They’ll Know We Are Christians (Bell Choir)

P r a y e r  O v e r  t h e  G i f t s

E u c h a r i s t i c  P r a y e r

P r e f a c e

H o l y,  H o l y,  H o l y

E u c h a r i s t  P r a y e r  a n d  C o n s e c r a t i o n

M e m o r i a l  A c c l a m a t i o n

G r e a t  A m e n



COMMUNION RIGHT

L o r d ’s  P r a y e r

S i g n  o f  Pe a c e

L a m b  o f  G o d

C o m m u n i o n

Communion Song: Table of Plenty



Communion Song: This is the Feast of Victory

 

P r a y e r  a f t e r  C o m m u n i o n

I n c e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t

After Communion has been distributed, a ciborium filled with hosts is placed on the Altar. Following 
the Prayer After Communion, Bishop Conlon incenses the Blessed Sacrament. It is then processed to the 
tabernacle. The Bishop places the ciborium into the tabernacle, incenses it and then pauses for a moment  
of silent prayer. The door to the tabernacle is closed and the sanctuary candle is lit.

P r a y e r  a f t e r  C o m m u n i o n

Pa s t o r ’s  C o m m e n t s



CONCLUDING RITE

B l e s s i n g  a n d  D i s m i s s a l

C l o s i n g

R e c e s s i o n a l

Recessional Song: How Great Thou Art



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Our sincere thanks to St. Peter the Apostle’s Choir and Bell Choir, Knights of Columbus Council 10884 – Itasca,  
as well as the Liturgical Ministers, ushers, hostesesses and countless volunteers, whose efforts assisted in this special 
celebration and dedication.

Additionally, we extend our gratitude to the firm of JNKA Architects (Jaeger Nickola Kuhlman & Associates, Ltd.) 
and Frederick Quinn Corporation Construction Management, whose talents, skills and guidance have made possible 
the realization of “Our New Home”.

Thank you to our parishioners and neighbors for their patience during the last several months, as we have had to 
make numerous accommodations during the many phases of construction. 

And, finally, our deepest appreciation to all who have supported the efforts necessary to see this project through to 
fruition... whether financially, spiritually or physically.

 

C a m p a i g n  L e a d e r s h i p

Fr. Slawek Ignasik
Pastor

Jeanne Murphy and the late Kenneth Murphy
Honorary Chairs

Lori Camblin
Co-chair

Chris Kunze
Co-chair

Diane Blackburn

Terry Camp

Erin Carey

Kevin Grisamore

Michael Harrison

Fred Maier

Deacon Ron Searles

Jim Wuerffel



All music is reproduced with copyright permission from GIA and OCP Publications through OneLicense;  
License #A-7182445

NOTES OF A PRACTICAL MATTER.. .
•	 For those attending this afternoon’s reception, please show your ticket to one of the hostesses  

in the Narthex for directions on where to proceed following Mass.

•	 In addition to the facilities in the new building, restrooms are also available in the school building.



After 60 years of anticipation, the Parish of St. Peter the Apostle joyfully opens the doors to its new church facility. 
On June 25, 2017, the new church is being dedicated at a Mass with Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, the head of the 
Catholic Diocese of Joliet, presiding over the rite and ceremony.

St. Peter the Apostle Parish was founded by Bishop Martin McNamara on June 11, 1956, assigning Father Sylvester 
Mulloy, also pastor of St. Joseph parish in Addison, the task of organizing this new parish. Father Mulloy used the 
gym of Peacock Junior High School (formerly, North School) for Sunday liturgy and the faith community of  
St. Peter the Apostle in Itasca was born. An assembly of 200 filled the gym to capacity when the first parish 
Eucharist was celebrated.

The construction of a permanent church has been a dream of St. Peter the Apostle parish from its earliest days.  
In 1957, ground was broken on our original worship space. Additionally, a rectory was purchased and the school 
and convent were built so that by 1963, Pastor Fr. Paul Bensen and the people had established a strong and 
growing Roman Catholic parish in Itasca. When designing and building the original church, it was envisioned and 
built as a temporary structure to serve the needs of the then new parish until such time a permanent and more 
functional space could be constructed. Sixty years later, our parish is a very different place. Our community now 
consists of approximately 1,000 families and their needs for a functional and beautiful worship and gathering 
space was no longer being met by the original structure.

After much prayer and discernment, under the direction and guidance of the Pastor, Father Slawomir (Slawek) 
Ignasik, the parish boldly embarked on a campaign titled the “Keys to Our New Home.” The campaign provided 
the avenue to fulfill the vision that the parish founders had some 60 years ago, to build a permanent church that 
fits the worship and gathering needs of our present and future parishioners. This church will be our legacy for 
generations to come.

On April 30, 2017, the final Mass – a First Holy Communion – was celebrated in the original church building. 
Additionally, that day, many gathered for an evening prayer service to reflect on the memories milestones 
celebrated in our first home.  

Today, we unlock the doors to “Our New Home” for current and future generations of St. Peter the Apostle Parish. 
We continue to grow our vibrant community of faith by which parishioners can answer the call of Christ to serve 
each other and to live the Gospel message within the parish, as well as, within their wider communities.

ST. PETER THE APOSTLE 
C a t h o l i c  Pa r i s h

524 N. Rush Street 
Itasca, Illinois 60143

630-773-1272 
stpeteritasca.com


