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Dear Parents,

The last words Jesus spoke to the disciples in the Gospel of Matthew were: “All
power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.”

The first disciples lived with Jesus and were taught by Him daily. They came to know
him, and they humbly followed. After Jesus died and rose, the disciples were filled
with the joy of God’s love and the power of the Holy Spirit. They went to the ends of
the world, proclaiming Jesus, and making disciples of all nations. That same mission
Is given to every baptized Catholic, and in a special way to parents. You have
already co-created with God in the making of your children, but have you yet made
them disciples of Jesus?

A disciple intentionally commits to following Jesus and to becoming more like him.
Disciples need to be taught — they need to learn how to become people of self-giving
love. Parents, you are to be an image of God’s love — and your family, a training
ground for new disciples. You don’t have to go to the ends of the world to live Jesus’
mission in an impactful way.

This week ask Jesus to help you share faith more deeply with your children. Talk
about your relationship with God, and use this resource well. If you have not been in
the habit of family prayer or reading the Bible, it's not too late to start. Teach them to
see disciple behaviors — examples of God’s love in action right now — people who
serve, heal and feed others. Most importantly, let them see and learn from your
works of love.

“A missionary disciple is an intentional follower of Jesus
who knows how to make, and is actively making, other
disciples. Read that last definition again and ask yourself,
‘Am | a missionary disciple?' If you feel you aren’t, don’t
lose hope. Peter, James and John were not missionary
disciples at first either. It took time. The Lord will teach us
how to become missionary disciples and give us the grace
that we need.” (Fr. Burke Masters)
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Yearning to receive the Lord!

Although, her First Holy Communion has been postponed,
Sofia Kokenes donned her dress and came with her family
to the doors of our Lord — a Spiritual First Communion.

God bless all of the children whose Sacraments have been
postponed in the unprecedented times.

VIRTUAL MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE

The Knights of Columbus along with other community
organizations will be hosting a Memorial Day Service
via Facebook Live on Monday, May 25 at 10am.

Follow this link to attend:
https://www facebook.com/Knightsof Columbus10884.1tasca/live/

A MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER
Loving God and Creator of us dll,

we unite in praise and remembrance on this Memorial Day.

W ith a Father's loving care, watch over us.
With a steadfast hand, protect the men and women
serving in the Armed Forces throughout our world.
W ith eternal gentleness, embrace all our loved ones who
have died. May your abiding peace fill all our hearts.
W e ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Share your Sunday!

Outreach & Support

We have formed a team of people ready and willing
to help those in need. If you would still like to offer
your help, please sign up here.

If you find yourself in need of help with errands

(i.e. someone to pick-up groceries for you), in need
of a spiritual care phone call, or just feel alone and
isolated and could use a chat, please sign up here.

Stay Connected

Please visit the parish home page at
www.stpeteritasca.com for links to prayer
opportunities, daily readings and Mass.

Connect with us on Facebook
Stay Connected



https://www.facebook.com/stpeteritascareligioused/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintPeterApostle.Itasca/
https://www.stpeteritasca.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KnightsofColumbus10884.Itasca/live/
https://www.facebook.com/KnightsofColumbus10884.Itasca/live/
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteritascareligioused/
https://www.stpeteritasca.com/coronavirus-volunteer-form-1
https://www.stpeteritasca.com/coronavirus-assistance-form

Exciting Announcement

It has become clear that Sacraments of Initiation
should continue to be postponed into the Fall.
However, Bishop Pates is inviting all those who
have been preparing to receive Confirmation,
adult full initiation, or First Holy Communion to

join him for two special livestream Masses!

2 :OO PM Invite your loved ones, godparents, and sponsors 2 :OO PM

Sunday May 31 to j_oin with you in this rather_ unique time with our Sunday June 14
Pentecost Sunday bishop. You are near to his heart and he has Corpus Christi Sunday
asked that you gather and pray like the apostles
did for a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit
(see Acts 1:12-14).
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Mass This Weekend LIVE
We hope that you have been able to attend Mass as a STREAM

family with regularity. If you have not yet found a Mass,
please view this page for Masses across the diocese,
and be sure to check your parish website to see if live- 4:00 PM
streaming is now available. You might like to try Fr. Saturday 5/23
Andy Davy's Mass for kids on Saturday or join Bishop with Fr. Andy
Pates for Mass on Sunday morning.

Feast of the Ascension 10:00 AM

. Sunday 5/24 with
We celebrate today when Jesus ascends into heaven. Bishop Pates

Before Mass, read together the first reading and prompt
your family to imagine that they were actually there.

Where did they imagine they were in the story? Who DEUVAREEGIS

were they? What did they feel?



http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/content1.php?id=15
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnNysq1arBI-ylNjrJ1pAA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnNysq1arBI-ylNjrJ1pAA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnNysq1arBI-ylNjrJ1pAA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnNysq1arBI-ylNjrJ1pAA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnNysq1arBI-ylNjrJ1pAA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnNysq1arBI-ylNjrJ1pAA/featured
https://www.facebook.com/saintmaryplanoil/
https://www.facebook.com/saintmaryplanoil/
https://www.facebook.com/saintmaryplanoil/
https://www.facebook.com/saintmaryplanoil/
http://cms.usccb.org/bible/readings/052420-ascension.cfm
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Gospel Reading - Matthew 28:16-20

Reader The eleven disciples went to Galilee,to
the mountain to which Jesus had ordered
them.When they saw him, they
worshiped, but they doubted.

Then Jesus approached and said to
them, “All power in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go, therefore, and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that | have
commanded you. And behold, | am with
you always, until the end of the age.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord

All Praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ

Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that You are truly
present in the Holy Eucharist. | love You
above all things and | want to be with you.

Since | am unable to receive you at Mass,
please Jesus, come into my heart. Be
with me now and never let me be
separated from you. Amen.


https://youtu.be/-QCjFLTFoEA
https://youtu.be/-QCjFLTFoEA
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Becoming a family of Disciples

"Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he
or she has encountered the love of God in Christ
Jesus: we no longer say that we are ‘disciples’ and
‘missionaries’, but rather that we are always
‘missionary disciples’." (Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium, 120).

We are called as parents not only to share the Ten
Commandments and the teachings of Jesus Christ
with our children but to role-model for them what it
means to BE a missionary disciple in word, action,
and deed. We are thus called to reach out and help a

neighbor in need, welcome the stranger in our midst,

and allow our voices to be heard in protection of the Learn

most vulnerable in our world. I
More!

Questions to Discuss

e What act of kindness have you recently witnessed in your family?
» Who have each of you helped recently
» How might your family have welcomed the stranger in your midst?

For the Kids...

Coloring Page Gospel Craft



http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/the-great-commission-matthew-2816-20-1?version=print
https://youtu.be/LvvxtzBE5yw
https://youtu.be/LvvxtzBE5yw
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/leadership-institute/leadership-institute-webinars-missionary-disciples.cfm
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Name Game -

' m
Write the name of famous people - Real J e’su,s MO
or fictional (saints/athletes/cartoon

characters/actors etc) on name tags or ’

tape, etc.

Place one name tag on the back of each person. Make sure the character fits the
persons age. Next each person can ask other persons (one person at a time) as
many ‘yes’ and ‘no’ questions until they get a no. (i.e. Is this person real or
fictional? Dead or alive? Actor? Saint? etc.) Once you get a ‘no’ answer you need
to go to a new person. Keep asking questions until you think you know who your
famous person is! First person to guess it — wins!

Gospel Connection

In this Sunday’s gospel Jesus declares, “I revealed your name to those whom
you gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to
me, and they have kept your word.”

Of all of the names in all of history, none are more to be honored than the
name of God our Creator, Our Father, who art in heaven.

May we be intentional this week to start our day inviting God into our day,
asking Him to guide us and give us ears to hear His voice. And may we end
each day thanking God that we belong to him. We are His children.

Family Dinner Conversation

At the end of today's Gospel, Jesus says, "And behold, |

@ am with you always, until the end of the age.”
~ e What do you think Jesus meant? How could he be with
O them when he was gone from their sight?
* What do think the apostles felt after hearing those

words and no longer seeing Jesus?
e How do you know that Jesus is with you? How do you
feel his presence in your life?
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Honoring Creation with Pope Francis

This weekend, the Church celebrates the 5th anniversary of Laudato
Si’ - a letter Pope Francis wrote to all of us explaining how we can
take care of the earth, “our common home.” Click here to see how
you and your family can find out more:

B ~A Ascension Balloons

A There are many ways that your family can
celebrate the Ascension through "elevating" your
level of intentionality. Think of things you can do
like tying helium balloons to your door knob or
mailbox. Have your children draw what they
imagine the disciples faces looked like as Jesus
ascended into heaven!

Share your Ascensions Balloon on social media
or challenge another family in a creative way.

Signs of the Times

Did you get your sign created yet? if not, get creative and look to be a
witness to Jesus in your neighborhood this weekend!
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