
 

 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:30 am | 10:00 am | 11:30 am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00 am  

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays | 4:15 pm - 4:45 pm 
Wednesdays | 8:30 am (following 8:00 am Mass) 
First Saturdays | 8:30 am (following 8:00 am Mass) 

PARISH CENTER BUSINESS HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Friday-Sunday: CLOSED (or by appointment) 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please stop by or call the Parish Center (ext. 200)  
to register or visit the parish website.  

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, FUNERALS 
For details regarding planning a baptism, wedding,  
or funeral, please call the Parish Center (ext. 200)  
or visit the parish website. 
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are 
available at each Mass to distribute Communion to 
those who have difficulty walking to the front.  
If you would like to have the Communion brought  
to you, please let an usher know before Mass begins.  
At Communion time, when you see the Extraordinary 
Minister come to the back, please raise your hand to 
identify yourself to be given Holy Communion.  

December 3, 2023 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the people of St. Peter the Apostle, a Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Joliet, a faith-filled people, united in the Holy Spirit  
and nourished by the Eucharist, strive to be the Body of Christ. We manifest our unity through the celebration of the Sacraments. 
We pledge to use our gifts and resources to live the Faith, preach the Word, and Service others as we welcome all into our faith community. 

2022 
2025 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
www.eucharisticrevival.org
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ST. PETER THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH - 1 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Dear Parishioners: 
Advent means “coming” and the Season of Advent is a time 
to prepare for Christ’s coming. Jesus tells us to watch for 
his coming; to be alert. In order to watch and be alert, we 
have to stay focused – focused on Jesus as our savior and 
redeemer. 
Staying focused in this way implies taking time to reflect, to 
slow down; and, at the same time, our culture is telling us 
to hurry up, to get our shopping done, our house 
decorated, our Christmas cards sent, attend a party here 
and there. It can really raise a person’s anxiety level to hear 
these opposing messages: slow down; hurry up. We are 
constantly torn in both directions: slow down; hurry up! 
• Here are a few suggestions to help us to be prepared for

Christmas – the coming of Jesus Christ:
• Have a daily conversation with God or with Jesus.
• Prayerfully read the Scriptures.
• Look over your day and ask yourself what went well and

what you are grateful for; and, what didn’t go well and why.
• Quiet your mind and say nothing; give God a chance to

say something to you.
• Pray the Rosary.
• Go to Confession, attend Adoration, and of course go to

Mass – maybe daily if possible.
Whatever ways you choose to prepare will help you to stay 
more peaceful, reduce stress, and lower your blood 
pressure. Following some or all of these suggestions will 
help you to stay focused on what’s important in life and 
what is not so important. 
May you have a blessed Advent. 
Remember, God loves you and I love you! 

Love and Prayers, 

Fr. Tuan 
Pastor, St. Peter the Apostle Parish 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
mailto:office@stpeteritasca.com
http://www.stpeteritasca.com
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All are welcome to stop by  
Margaret Wood’s Parish Hall  

following Sunday morning masses.  

Grab a doughnut, a beverage  
and some fellowship!  

St. Peter’s will honor this Holy Day of Obligation on  
Friday, December 8, with Masses at 8 am , 12 noon, and 7 pm 

GRIEF MINISTRY 
If you have lost a loved one and would like 
to meet with people who face similar 
struggles, please consider joining the  
Grief Ministry group.  
Please meet in Margaret Woods Hall for 
refreshments before heading to the  
Parish Center Conference Room.  
For more information, please contact 
Deacon Fred at 630-773-1272 (ext. 201)

NEXT WEEKEND—
Sunday, Dec. 10 

9:30 am 

Tuesday Rosary Ministry  
The Tuesday Rosary Ministry meets weekly at 7:15pm.  
Attendees are welcome to lead one of the decades if comfortable 
and inspired to do so. 
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. Bring your Rosary, 
your personal intentions and your voice. 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Light-up someone’s holiday 
St. Peter’s is again providing the Christmas  
Giving Tree to help the less fortunate fulfill  
some holidays wishes.  
Here is how it works: 
The Giving Tree is up and available for parishioners  
to select a “tag” with information about a gift for a needy 
person. Parishioners are asked to purchase a new gift as 
suggested on the “tag” (please no used items); wrap the gift 
and affix the “tag” securely to the package; and, return to the 
boxes in the back of church by Friday, December 8.  

Please note that each gift is designated for a specific individual 
and if you take an “tag” and do not return a gift, someone will 
be disappointed on Christmas. 

If you are struggling with finances this holiday season or  
know of someone who is, please contact Fr. Tuan to make 
arrangements to participate in the Giving Tree program.  

All are invited 
Wednesday, December 6 | 6:30 pm

(immediately following Religious Ed) 

for 
DINNER and… 

COOKIES and COCOA and CLAUS...oh my!  
Bring the kids to enjoy a pasta dinner,

followed by cookies, cocoa and time with Santa Claus
Don’t forget a camera to capt§re your visit with Santa!

If you would like more information or are interested in  
helping with this event, please contact Toni Pietrowski  
(630-773-1272 ext. 216 / religioused@stpeteritasca.com) 

Advance registration is requested. Please use  
the QR Code provided or the registration link 
found on the parish website. Registration forms 
can also be found in the Narthex.  
Deadline: December 3 

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
mailto:630-773-1272ext.216/religioused@stpeteritasca.com
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St. Peter the Apostle  
Women’s Club 
Thursday, December 14, 2023 
7:00 pm 

Take some time to unwind and enjoy some Christmas spirit. 
The ever-popular Christmas BINGO is back!! Please bring a 
REGIFT item for the prize table. Look around and find an item 
(NEW—NOT USED) that you may have purchased or received 
as a gift, but haven’t found a use for; wrap it;  
and bring it along for a REGIFT prize. This is a great way to 
REGIFT, without the worries of getting caught!  

Pizza will be served. Ladies are invited to bring a side and/or 
favorite holiday Christmas cookies or dessert.  
Coffee, tea and punch will be provided or feel free to  
bring a beverage of choice. 

Feel free to contact Rose Ann Roll  to help with hospitality. 

ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH ARE WELCOME! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to  
contact the Parish Center — 

by phone at 630-773-1272 ext 200  
or by e-mail at office@stpeteritasca.com 

New Life for Old Bags 
Crochet for a Cause! 

A MINISTRY OF FELLOWSHIP  
DEDICATED TO MAKING MATS FOR THE HOMELESS 

 Tuesday, December 5 | 10:00 am 
(Margaret Woods Hall)  

The crochet group will be taking a break after the December 5 
meeting and will resume after the new year on January 16. 
NOTE: Inventory of plastic bags is currently well-stocked.  
Please DO NOT drop off bags at the Parish Center until further 
notice. Thank you! 

Lector Training 
Monday, December 14 | 6:30 pm  

If you are currently a Lector (Reader), or are interested in 
becoming one, please join us on Thursday, December 14,  
at 6:30 pm in Church for training and a special presentation. 
There are some updates to our ministry that we will be sharing 
and we will be practicing in church with the different 
microphones to help everyone find a good speaking level. 
Father Tuan will be on hand to commission/recommission those 
present as Lectors for the 2024 year.  

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
mailto:office@stpeteritasca.com
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REFLECTION - GOSPEL READING 
Mark 13:33-37  

Jesus warns his disciples to be watchful  
so that they will be ready when the Son of Man comes. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today we begin the season of Advent, which marks the start of a new 
liturgical year for the Church. The readings for Sunday Mass are 
arranged on a three-year cycle. Each year features a different 
Gospel—Matthew, Mark, or Luke. Readings from the Gospel of John 
are interspersed throughout all three years. With this year’s first 
Sunday of Advent, we begin Cycle B of the Lectionary, which focuses 
our attention on the Gospel of Mark. This week and next week, our 
readings from Mark’s Gospel present two important Advent themes: 
the Lord’s return at the end of time and John the Baptist’s preparation 
for Jesus. 
Today’s Gospel is taken from the end of Mark’s Gospel, the chapter 
that immediately precedes Mark’s account of Jesus’ Passion. Having 
been questioned repeatedly by the scribes and the Pharisees, Jesus is 
now questioned by his disciples—Peter, James, John, and Andrew—
who want details about his prediction of the destruction of the 
Temple. Jesus answers with many warnings about the difficulties that 
the disciples will face. 
Today’s passage comes at the conclusion of Jesus’ warnings to his 
disciples. Jesus emphasizes the need for watchfulness. The Son of Man 
will come without warning; only the Father knows the exact hour.  
The disciples must not be caught unprepared when this time comes. 
Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was written around the time of 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. Mark’s 
audience consisted of Christians who were living in difficult social and 
political times, times of conflict. They were likely beginning to face 
persecution as followers of Jesus. In this difficult time, it helped to 
recall that Jesus had foretold of such difficulties. Early Christian 
communities took courage from Jesus’ warning to remain alert and 
watchful, and they found in his words a way to persevere through 
suffering. 
Today’s Gospel reminds us that Advent is about more than our 
preparation for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas. 
Advent is also about preparing ourselves for Christ’s return in glory at 
the end of time. Like the disciples and the faithful in Mark’s 
community, we must also stay alert and watchful. Our faithfulness to 
God, through the good times as well as the difficult times, shows us to 
be ready for the coming of the Son of Man. 

Loyola Press  

Collection Weekend: December 9-10 

  
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We joyfully welcome into our St. Peter’s family ~ 

Alessandra CelesƟna 
child of Nicola and Rosalie (DeAsƟs) Ventrella 

who was bapƟzed during the month of November 2023 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
www.retiredreligious.org
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Stewardship of Treasure  
St. Peter the Apostle 

Weekly Goal .............. $ 10,971.00  Annual Goal ..... $ 570,500.00 
Fiscal Week 21 - 11/26/2023:  
Sunday Collection ......... $  7,185.00  Year to Date ...... $ 222,688.00  
E-basket ........................ $  590.00  Year to Date ...... $ 21,955.00  
GiveCentral  .................. $   712.08  Year to Date ...... $  9,437.00  
Christmas Flowers ........ $ 1,634.00 
Thanksgiving ................. $  1,331.00  
Memorials (Acoustic) .... $ 500.00         
Debt Reduction  ............ $ 480.00   

Parish Poor Fund .......... $ 377.00  
Transitional Housing ..... $ 200.00  
Fiscal Week 20 - 11/19/2023:  
Sunday Collection ........ $  8,118.00  Year to Date ...... $ 215,503.00  
E-basket ....................... $  590.00  Year to Date ...... $ 21,365.00  
GiveCentral  ................. $   871.73  Year to Date ...... $  8,724.92  
Camp. for Human Dev. $ 1,672.00  
Debt Reduction  ........... $ 480.00   

Parish Poor Fund ......... $ 377.00  
Transitional Housing .... $ 1,100.00   
 

If you have any questions concerning the collection numbers, please feel free  
to contact the Business Office by email at business@stpeteritasca.com or  
by phone at 630-773-1272 (ext. 204).  

Please visit the parish website and look for 
the GiveCentral icon to link to the secure 
online giving portal. 

You can also connect directly by using the  
QR code provided or visiting the website  
directly at givecentral.org/location/1251 

This Week at St. Peter’s...  
Sunday December 3 
After Masses Faith & Fellowship (after masses) (MW Parish Hall) 
After Masses Advent Wreath Event (MW Parish Hall)  
Monday December 4 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Officer’s Meeting (MW Parish Hall)  
Tuesday December 5 
10:00 am Crochet Group (MW Hall) 
7:00 pm OCIA Class (PC Conference Room) 
7:15 pm Tuesday Evening Rosary (Church) 
Wednesday December 6 
8:30 am Confessions (Church) 
5:00 pm Religious Education Classes (School/Church) 
6:30pm Cookies, Cocoa & Claus (School Hall) 
6:15 pm Adult Hand Bell Choir (Church/Choir) 
7:15 pm Adult Choir Practice (Church/Choir Loft) 
Thursday December 7 
8:30 am Confessions (Church) 
Saturday December 9 
9:00 am Religious Education Classes (School/Church) 
10:00 am First Reconciliation (Church) 
4:15 pm Confessions (Church)  
Sunday December 10 
After Masses Faith & Fellowship (after masses) (MW Parish Hall) 
9:30 am Grief Support Group (PC Conference Room) 

Saturday, December 9 | Sunday, December 10  
SCHEDULE 

Celebrants 
5:00 pm Fr. Tuan Nguyen  
8:30 am Fr. Tuan Nguyen  
10:00 am Fr. Tuan Nguyen  
11:30 am Fr. Larry Brunette 
Lectors 
5:00 pm Franco Cascella 
8:30 am Chris Aument 
10:00 am Nancy Magnus 
11:30 am Stella Capobianco 
 
 
 

Communion Ministers 
5:00 pm Beth McKenna 

Frank McKenna 
Deacon Fred 

 8:30 am Nancy Ferenzi 
Kathy Frank 
Jim Ruffing 

10:00 am Ann Fleming 
Edgar Garcia 
Deacon Anthony 

11:30 am Bill Kolf 
Mary McNamara 
Deacon Bob 

As of November 20, 2023, the $2 million dollar diocesan loan 
balance for our capital project stands at 63,154.17 . 
Thank you for your stewardship and prayers.  

for your generous support! 

Monthly Diocesan Loan Balance 
November 2023 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com
https://www.givecentral.org/location/1251
mailto:business@stpeteritasca.com
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Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish Family  

Published prayer requests require permission from the named individual or their family.  
Names will be listed for six weeks, after which time you may call the Parish Center to renew your request. 

Sue Bobka 
Rosaleen Bradley 
Ken Buffo 
Ginger Busato 
Joe Busato 
Rocco Busato 
Elio Campanella 
Bill Carpenter 
Danny Clements 
Regina Conti 
Mary Cummins 
Mike Cummins 
Paul Cummins 
Charlie DeFranco 
Beth Dobose 
Geri Gerard 

Mel Gerard 
Gary Grote 
Joe Halac 
Martha Hayes 
Cambria Helle 
Ken Hemstreet  
Michael Jasiak 
Mary Kelly 
Sylvia Kleinedler 
Rickie Kruzel 
Judah Kuhlman 
Sue McNamara 
Maria Mizera 
Richard Mrugacz 
James Nehf 
Loretta Nicolini 

John North 
John O’Dea 
Abraham Ortega 
June Pautsch  
Cliff Peters 
Brendan Reidy 
Cindy Serrano 
Wayne Slowiak 
Belinda Sobucki 
Dan Sobucki 
Randy Szweda, USMC 
Dennis Torii 
Marlene Torii 
Fr. Miroslaw Stepien  
Holly Vana 
Carol Zell 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  
Protect them as they protect us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
PFC Ryan Caspary, US Army 101st Airborne 
Cpl James J. Cullotta, US Marines 
SGT Michael D’Andrea, US Army  
MAJ Joseph DeHaven, US Army 
PFC Collin Ensing, US Marines 
SGT Michael Helle, US Army  
Cpl Brandon Helm, US Marines 
PVT Aleksandra Juzwiak, Army National Guard 
CMC Mike Kaszubowski, US Navy  
ENS Sean Kaszubowski, US Navy  
SGT Jacob Los, US Army 
MAJ Ryan L. Morrissey, US Army 
1stLt John Kenneth Murphy, US Marines 
Kevin Noesen, US Coastguard  
MAJ Gary Owen, Army National Guard 
GySgt Marcin Platek, US Marines 
2LT Megan Putze, Army National Guard 
SGT MacLean Read, Army National Guard  
SGT Michael Schatzman, US Army  
LTJG Albert J. Schrautemyer III, US Navy Pilot (Persian Gulf) 
SSGT Jeremy Schumacher, US Marines 
LT Robert P. Woods, US Navy  
Thomas Zablocki, US Marines 

Readings for the Week  
Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/ 

1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37  
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37  
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/

Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 

Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/ 

2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

Join our Holy Father, Pope Francis,  
in his December prayers for the Church  
and for the world: 
For persons with disabiliƟes. 
We pray that people living with disabiliƟes may be  
at the center of aƩenƟon in society, and that insƟtuƟons may 
offer inclusive programs which value their acƟve parƟcipaƟon. 

Sunday December 3 (First Sunday of Advent) 
8:30 am †Carol Keegan  
10:00 am †Josephina Fiorante Cirrincione 
11:30 am †Carmen Barnhart 
 †Tim Daly 
 †Francesco and Giuseppina Fricano 
 †Jeanie Grieco 
 †Andrzej Szymikowski  
 †Eileen Tomaszewski 
Monday  December 4 (Advent Weekday; St. John Damascene,  
  Priest and Doctor of the Church )  
8:00 am †Wladyslaw, Zofia, and Richard Chopecki  
Tuesday December 5 (Advent Weekday) 
8:00 am †George Kveck  
Wednesday December 6 (Advent Weekday; St. Nicholas, Bishop) 
8:00 am †Fr. Robert Noesen 
Thursday December 7 (St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church) 
9:00 am For an End to Abortion  
Friday December 8 (The Immaculate Conception  
  of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
8:00 am †Tomy Makil  
12:00 noon †G i ê r a đ ô  T r a n  Đ ì n h  T h à n h  
6:00 pm †Jeanie Grieco 
Saturday December 10 (Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent) 
5:00 pm †Deceased Members of  

    Knights of Columbus Council 10884 - Itasca  
Sunday December 11 (Second Sunday of Advent) 
8:30 am †James Hathaway  
10:00 am †Tadeusz Gil 
11:30 am †John Elia 
 †Giuseppe and Giuseppina Fricano  
 †Tadeusz Gil 

†Nancy Horwath 
 †Irene and Bernard Leonard 
 †Andrzej Szymikowski  
 People of the Parish 

In Memoriam 
Our sympathy and prayers are with the family and friends of  

Michael Lisak 
Arlene Harley 

May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

http://www.stpeteritasca.com


 

Pastor  ......................................................... Reverend Tuan Nguyen 
e-mail: pastor@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 208 
Deacon/Director of Liturgy ......................... Deacon Frederick Maier 
e-mail: deaconfred@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 201 
Assisting Priest ......................................... Reverend Larry Brunette 
Deacon  .................................................... Deacon Anthony George 
e-mail: deaconanthony@stpeteritasca.com  
Deacon ........................................................ Deacon Robert Ziomek  
e-mail: deaconbob@stpeteritasca.com  
Business Manager ...................................................... Missy Rubino 
e-mail: business@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 204  

Parish Secretary ............................................................. Patti Zubak  
e-mail: office@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 200 
Bulletin/Communications Coordinator ................ Diane Blackburn 
e-mail: bulletin@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 200 
Director of Religious Education (DRE) .................... Toni Pietrowski 
e-mail: religioused@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 216 
DRE Assistant ................................................................ Kathy Frank 
e-mail: religioused@stpeteritasca.com phone ext. 215 
Director of Music Ministry  ..................................... Roberta Moroz 
e-mail: music@stpeteritasca.com  
  

  
  
  

  
  
 
 

facebook.com/SaintPeterApostle.Itasca  

  
 
 
 

HELEN’S DELI 
Polish & European 

fresh meat deli • pierogi • breads • grocery • liquor  

Open 7 Days 
272 W. Irving Park Road 

Wood Dale, Illinois  
630-766-2211 

Di	Venere	Law	LLC	
Estate	Planning	 

(wills,	trusts,	powers	of	attorney)	
Trust	Administration	|	Probate		

Real	Estate	
105	E.	Irving	Park	Road	 Itasca,	Illinois	60143															
630-634-2450	 delia@divenerelaw.com	 

BENTLEY’S 
Pancake House & Restaurant 

477 Georgetown Square  
Wood Dale, Illinois  

630-595-5556 

Use the QR code to subscribe to  
the St. Peter the Apostle Parish  
email list to receive emails with 
weekly bulletins, updates and  
reminders. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 10884 - 

Itasca  

www.stpeteritasca.com/knights-of-columbus 

Regular Meetings are held at 
7:00 pm on the first and third 
Monday of the month 
in Margaret Woods Hall.  

For more information,  
contact Grand Knight  
Nick Alfano at 
knights@stpeteritasca.com  

 
 
 

 

kolliasoliveoil.com 

THE	OAKS	FUNERAL	HOME	1201 Irving Park Road | Itasca, Illinois 60143 630-250-8588  www.oaksϐh.com 
Family owned and operated for over 35 years 

Colleen Gibbons, Owner - Parishioner 

Bulletin submissions should be e-mailed to bulletin@stpeteritasca.com, and are due no later than 8 days preceding requested 
publication date. Run time is at the discretion of the bulletin editor; priority will be given to items that are date sensitive.  
Pulpit announcement requests should be submitted no later than the Tuesday preceding the weekend during which the announcement  
is to be made. Announcements may be submitted by phone at 630-773-1272 (ext. 200) or by e-mail to bulletin@stpeteritasca.com. 
NOTE: Parish staff reserves the right to accept and/or decline, as well as edit, both pulpit announcements and bulletin submissions. 

CONTACT INFORMATION  630-773-1272  stpeteritasca.com 
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